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INT. LIBRARY - DAY

Mike and Matt are walking up the stairs at the Chicago Public 
Library. Matt is in the middle of telling Mike a very 
inappropriate joke. 

MATT
So, these two gay guys are having 
sex and it’s great. So passionate. 
The stuff dreams are made of. After 
awhile one guy finishes and then 
gets up to go to the bathroom and 
he says to the other one, don’t you 
move a muscle. So, he goes to the 
bathroom and when comes back, and 
he sees that there’s cum 
everywhere: all over the windows, 
walls, the ceilings, it’s just 
everywhere. And he goes, hey, I 
told you not to move a muscle. And 
the other guy says, what I just 
farted?

Mike laughs really hard. So does Matt. They have trouble 
containing themselves. People are looking at them.

MIKE
Wow, oh my god. That’s good copy. 

They keep walking towards the computers. 

MATT
Has that ever happened? 

MIKE
What? Have I ever farted and 
jettisoned another man’s cum out of 
my asshole and completely ruined an 
apartment? No. 

MATT
Hey, I’m just asking questions. It 
happens with straight people all 
the time. 

MIKE
What - that you guys ruin 
apartments with cum? 

MATT
Oh yeah. It gets everywhere -  

He mimics spraying cum everywhere. 



MIKE
Wait, really?

MATT
No, what do you think we do?

MIKE
What do you think we do? 

A beat. 

MATT
Touché. We’re not so different... 
you and I. 

Mike is bemused. He starts typing.

MATT (CONT’D)
What are you looking for again? 

MIKE
The Catherine Tate Show, Season One 
DVD. There’s supposedly a hilarious 
deleted scene. 

MATT
A DVD? It’s probably online. 

MIKE
It isn’t. And if it is, I ain’t 
going on no dark web. I can’t be 
gettin’ my dentity stolen or 
gettin’ rested by some cops for 
chokin’ my chicken in front of some 
kiddies... Honestly, I just don’t 
want to get a virus. It’s a new 
computer. 

MATT
Wait, if it’s a new computer, does 
it even have a DVD drive? 

MIKE
Yes, it will. Right after we stop 
at Best Buy. 

MATT
Wait, let me get this straight.

MIKE
See, why is straight the default? 

A beat.
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MATT
Let me get this...queer? So, 
instead of finding the deleted 
scene somewhere online, you are 
checking out a DVD at a public 
library and then purchasing an 
external drive at Best Buy just to 
watch it on your laptop?

MIKE
Desktop. 

MATT
Desktop. 

MIKE
Yeah. Relax your crack, we’ll be in 
and out in 5 minutes. 

MATT
Ok.

Mike starts typing. Matt looks at all the books in reverence. 

MATT (CONT’D)
It is nice being back amongst my 
peers. 

MIKE
Peers? 

MATT
Yeah. Kerouac. Fitzgerald. Rodham-
Clinton.

MIKE
Yeah, how does it feel to home? 

MATT
Just great.

MIKE
Nice. Rats! They don’t have it. 
Well, I’m still glad we came, I can 
settle up my tab with circulation. 

MATT
(feigns confusion)

Circulation? What, oh, oh, for that 
book you stole? 

MIKE
Shh! Who’s team are you are on? 
Pobody’s nerfect. 
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MATT
Ok, I’m sorry. I’m not nerfect 
either, but I have a very clear set 
of morals. I don’t litter, I don’t 
vote, and I don’t steal books. 
Writers get the shaft as it is. 

MIKE
Look Hemingway, I promise I won’t 
do it ever again, but I need this 
book because it’s out of print. 
It’s 35 dollars here, it’s thousand 
dollars on Amazon. 

MATT
(skeptical)

Literally a thousand dollars? 

MIKE
Figuratively a thousand dollars. 
But, more than 35. Can you just do 
me a solid and have my back? My 
neck, my pussy, and my crack? 

Matt laughs. 

MATT
I gotchu, Khia. 

MIKE
(sincere)

Thank you. 

They walk down the stairs. 

MATT
She’s a great writer too, ya know. 

MIKE
Ugh, ok. 

INT. CIRCULATION DESK - DAY

A woman named OLGA sits at the front of the circulation desk. 
Mike and Matt approach. 

MIKE
Hi. 

OLGA
Hi. 
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MIKE
I have to -

Matt interrupts. 

MATT
Hi. 

MIKE
(gesturing to both 
parties)

Hi. I have to pay a fine for a lost 
book. 

Matt makes air quotes behind Mike’s back. Mike whispers a 
threat at Matt. 

OLGA
Sure, I just need your library 
card. 

Mike presents the card and Olga types in his information. 

MIKE
It’s 35 dollars, right? 

OLGA
Oh, honey no. This book is on 
claims return, it says you put it 
on claims return last week. 

MIKE
(confused)

But, don’t I still need to pay for 
it? 

OLGA
No, it’s on claims return. 

MIKE
What is that - what do you mean? 

OLGA
Well, when a customer acknowledges 
that they checked out an item on 
their account and believe they 
returned it to the library, but the 
library doesn’t have a record of 
the return, what we do is file a 
claim...that it was returned. A 
claims return. So no, you don’t 
need to pay. 
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MIKE
Oh, I didn’t realize I put it on 
Claims Return. Well, okay. Great. 
Thanks!

MATT
Thank for your service.  

Matt turns to Mike. 

MATT (CONT’D)
Let’s GTFO out this b. 

MIKE
What’s b?

MATT
(whisper)

Bitch. 

MIKE
Ah, let’s gg out this b. 

They turn to leave. 

OLGA
(calling to)

But, what about the other book? 

MIKE
There’s another book? 

Mike looks at Matt. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
(to Matt)

There shouldn’t be another book. 

Mike looks back to Olga. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
(to Olga)

What’s the other book? 

OLGA
Well, you have two books checked 
out on your account. Essays on -

MATT AND MIKE
The Blurring of Art and Life. 
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OLGA
Which is on Claims Return. And then 
you also have, Girls in the White 
Dresses by Jennifer Close, which 
was checked out last week and is 
currently not on Claims Return. 
Would you like to put it on Claims 
Return? I can put it on Claims 
Return, but mind you, you only get 
three Claims Return in your whole 
life. Claims Return. 

MIKE
Wait, back up. I never checked out 
Girls in the White Dresses. 

OLGA
It says here that you checked it 
out on July 18th.

MIKE
That’s impossible, I was out of 
town that week. I was on the cape 
with my f***ing boyfriend! 

A beat.

MIKE (CONT’D)
I’m sorry, I get flustered when I 
don’t understand. So, this book is 
on claims return?

OLGA
No. But, I’m happy to put it on 
Claims Return. 

MIKE
Let me just work through this. I 
came last weekend to pay my fine 
for the Essays on the Blurring of 
Art of Life, which I thought I 
lost, but I guess I put it on 
claims return. 

OLGA
You did. You did put it on claims 
return. 

MIKE
Right. But, I didn’t check out The 
Girls in the White Dresses on July 
18th. I’ve never even heard that 
book. 
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OLGA
Well, I can put it on claims 
return. 

MATT
Please mam, read the room. What my 
friend here is saying is that he’s 
never even heard of that book, let 
alone checked it out. So, please, 
don’t put it on claims return. He 
only gets three in his whole life. 

OLGA
Well, if you don’t want me to put 
it on Claims Return, which I can 
do. I can definitely put it on 
Claims Return, but if you don’t 
want me to put it on Claims Return, 
you have to do one thing... Find 
the book. 

MATT
Who wrote again? Jennifer Close. 
I’m on it. 

Matt whips away upstairs. Mike waits for a moment, he starts 
to hear the whispers of “Claims return.” He waits a moment 
and then rushes upstairs and finds Matt in the stacks. 

MATT (CONT’D)
It’s not here. It should be right 
here and it’s not. 

MIKE
God, what are we going to do? No 
wonder I can’t get into grad school 
or maintain a relationship, I can’t 
even find this fucking book. 

A book trembles and falls off the shelf. Mike screams. Matt 
grabs him and slaps him. 

MATT
Get it together! We’re in a 
library.  

MIKE
I’m sorry! I just don’t know what 
to do! 
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MATT
Me either, man. But do you think 
Julia Child would’ve mastered the 
art of French cooking by screaming 
in a library? 

Mike kisses a peace sign and points the ceiling.

MIKE
My hero. No, you’re right. But, 
what do we do? 

A beat. 

MATT
(last resort)

Well..I suppose you could always... 
put it on Claims Return. 

MIKE
No! Are you crazy? I’m never going 
to put it on Claims Return. I only 
get three in my library-account-
holder-card-carrying-life. 

Beat. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
Seriously, there’s something really 
wrong with this situation. It’s 
gotta be some sort of conspiracy. 

MATT
A conspiracy? No, that’s crazy. If 
anything, this is karma. I bet this 
would all go away if you just 
returned the book, Mike. 

MIKE
No! We are way past that. Why did I 
even come here? That scene must’ve 
been deleted for a reason! 

MATT
Listen, why don’t you just wait it 
out? We’ll go grab some food, watch 
some RuPaul, and then we’ll lay low 
for a couple days. Whoever checked 
out The Girls in the White Dresses 
is bound to come back and return 
it.

MIKE
What makes you say that?
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MATT
Because he or she probably doesn’t 
steal books. 

MIKE
I will kill you. 

INT. CIRCULATION DESK - DAY

OLGA
Oh, so you’ve returned? 

DISEMBODIED VOICE
Claims returned.... 

Matt looks around for the disembodied voice. 

MIKE
We, we couldn’t find it. But, we 
think someone might be trying to 
blackmail me. 

MATT
We do? 

MIKE
I do. 

OLGA
(laughs)

Who would want to blackmail you? 

MIKE
No one’s above it. 

Matt steps in and clutches Mike’s shoulder.

MATT
I think we’re just gonna see if it 
gets returned. 

DISEMBODIED VOICE
Claims returned....

Both Mike and Matt get spooked. 

OLGA
Don’t be ridiculous, just put it on 
Claims Return.

Olga and Matt stare at one another. Dramatic music plays. 
Matt’s nose starts bleeding. 
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MATT
We gotta get out of here. 

MIKE
Wait, what’s going on? 

MATT
(wiping nose)

Just try me, let’s go. 

MIKE
Ok.

They hustle to the door and try to open it but it’s locked. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
It’s locked. 

MATT
Fuck! 

Matt grabs at Mike. 

MATT (CONT’D)
Wait, what are you wearing? 

Matt sees Mike is in a white dress. 

MIKE
What are you wearing?

Mike sees Matt in a white dress. 

BOTH OF THEM
Oh no. We’re not so different, you 
and I. 

Olga approaches them, holding the Girls in the White Dresses. 

OLGA
Don’t you move a muscle. 

They whip around. 

MIKE
What? I just farted. 

MATT
That’s good copy. 

MIKE
Catherine Tate. 
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MATT
Best Buy. 

MIKE
Keuorac. 

MATT
Julia Child. 

MIKE
Rodham-Clinton.

OLGA
Claims return. 

She snaps the book closed, Mike and Matt disappear. She walks 
over and places the book on the shelf and we zoom out like in 
Raiders of the Lost Ark. 
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